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estate of a Tacoma-Pierce County Hall of Fame
inductee.
Louise Mazzuca graduated from Stadium High
School in 1958 and shortly thereafter ascended
to elite status among the top fastpitch pitchers
in the country. She excelled at national and
world softball tournaments for several years,
highlighting some of the most prominent
pitching duels at the peak of fastpitch
popularity. Louise pitched 35 no-hitters and
nine perfect games. In addition to the TacomaPierce County Sports Hall of Fame, she is a
member of the ASA National Softball Hall of
Fame and the State of Washington Sports Hall
of Fame.
You can read more about Louise in the Hall of
Fame database on the Sports Museum website.

State of Washington Sports HOF Induction Ceremony at
Safeco Field in 2018 for Louise Mazzuca. L to R: Betty
Benson (sister), Lori Gruber (cousin), Julie Barnes and Jerri
Parker (nieces). (Courtesy Seattle Mariners/Ben VanHouten)

GIFT IN MEMORY OF
LOUISE MAZZUCCA
At the end of July, an initiative was introduced
to raise awareness for how people can
contribute to the Sports Museum’s drive to
return to a physical location.
Within a couple of weeks, we received a helpful
jumpstart to this campaign with a nice gift
(and the prospect of more to come) from the

Louise passed away on March 27, 2018 at the
age of 79 carrying a love of athletic competition
in her heart. She contributed to the athletic
community with her performance and now
some of the assets of her estate will continue to
support sports and the recognition of athletic
achievement.
(article continued on page 3)
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JOIN THE TEAM
The Shanaman Sports Museum honors the
history of sports and the rich culture of athletics
in Tacoma-Pierce County. In order to maintain
that tradition, the museum and the board of
directors is pleased to invite the general public to
show their support by becoming a member.

The mission of the Shanaman Sports Museum of
Tacoma-Pierce County is to recreate the history of
sports in the community by chronicling the evolution of
various sports through written, visual and audio
mediums and to educate the public about our sports
heritage.

For more information about membership levels
and to sign up, please visit our website here:
www.tacomasportsmuseum.com/membership

Board of Directors

Marc Blau, President
Colleen Barta, Acting Vice President
John Wohn, Secretary
Terry Ziegler, Treasurer
Tom Bona
Gary Brooks
Brad Cheney, Emeritus
Jack Connelly
Kyle Crews
Steve Finnigan
Pat Garlock
Vince Goldsmith
Don Gustafson
Kevin Kalal
Dave Lawson
Doug McArthur, Emeritus
Chelle Miller
Gregory Plancich, Emeritus
Earl Powell
Terry Rice
Kate Rue
Aubrey Shelton
Willie Stewart
Kane Tobin
Bob Young
Leonard Zarelli, Emeritus

RENEW
Did you join last year, when we inaugurated our
membership program? Then it may be time for
you to renew, in continued support of our
mission. Watch your mailbox for a reminder, or
simply visit our website today to renew!

WELCOME TO OUR
NEWEST MEMBERS
SPONSOR
Wayne and Barbara Knippel
David Voss

TEAM
Dave Carlisle
Rich Nelson
Ron Staples
Jim Vandenberg

Staff

Megan French, Museum Curator
Julia Auve, Assistant Curator
Katherine Kidwell, Assistant Curator
Kim Davenport, Communications Manager/Newsletter Editor

PLAYER

Contact Us

www.tacomasportsmuseum.com
(253) 848-1360 / (253) 677-2872

Erik Beery,
in honor of Harland Beery
Peg Loverin
Suzy Neuman

Follow Us

Facebook & Instagram: TacomaSportsMuseum
Twitter: SportsMuseumTPC
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Gift, continued from page 1

While the Sports Museum is always thankful for
cash gifts, please note that we offer more
sophisticated forms of giving that could be more
tax efficient.

The Mazzuca estate is starting with a $5,000 gift
to the Sports Museum that is expected to repeat
over three years to total $15,000. If, as planned,
progress is made toward securing a new physical
location for the museum, it is expected that the
donation will be extended.

Through the Sports Museum account at the
Greater Tacoma Community Foundation (GTCF),
we can accept gifts of appreciated stocks or other
investments that allow you to avoid capital gains
taxes. For people over age 70½, we can accept
qualified charitable distributions from an IRA.

Giving from estates is certainly appreciated, but
there are many ways that giving while living can
allow you to participate in solidifying a long-term
home for the museum.

This effectively allows you to make your
donation with pre-tax dollars. Another option is to
use a gift annuity or charitable trust to return
income for life and deliver remaining principal to
the museum. These income-generating gifts may
be a better fit at the $50,000 level or more.

There are two primary ways to contribute to the
museum:
1. become an annual member
2. utilize advanced planning options for
charitable giving

The Sports Museum could also be named as a
beneficiary of an investment account or life
insurance policy.

Memberships and cash/credit card donations help
cover existing operating costs of adding archives
to the museum website, maintaining a social
media presence and covering storage costs in our
interim state.

There are enough options for tax-efficient giving
that we can be creative to find a best-fit option
that is a win for you and your financial plan, as
well as the museum.

Membership details (including discounts for you
from our community business partners) are
available here:
www.tacomasportsmuseum.com/membership/.

If you would like to brainstorm forms of giving
other than cash that might be most suitable, please
contact Gary Brooks. Gary is a member of the
Sports Museum board of directors and also the
Investment Committee overseeing management
of all assets at the GTCF. Gary is a Certified
Financial Planner (CFP®) and can engage with
your accountant or attorney if needed. There is no
cost to explore ideas related to donations to the
Sports Museum. You can reach Gary at
253-534-8888, ext. 1.

Credit card donations can be submitted here:
www.tacomasportsmuseum.com/waystogive/.
To achieve goals beyond current operating costs,
we need to raise more significant amounts for a
potential building purchase and/or remodel to
bring artifacts and stories out of storage and back
into the athletic conversation in the community.
Costs and opportunities are being evaluated. This
will be a multi-million-dollar endeavor to create a
perpetual legacy.

Please also see the enclosed Giving Guide for
more information.

Ideally, in addition to a physical presence, we can
raise an endowment that could provide enough
annual income to cover operating costs for a
space that has convenient public access and could
possibly be used for gatherings.

Regardless of the speed of our progress toward a
physical space, your gift would be valuable. It
would help maintain stewardship of the museum
and the many stories it has to tell.
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1946 Tacoma Indians
By Tyler Scott

The conclusion of World War II provided the
perfect opportunity for the expansion of
professional football, and it wasn’t long before
the South Puget Sound region welcomed a team
of its own. Led by some local heroes returned
from the war, the Tacoma Indians made a run to
the league championship game during their one
magical season before ceasing play forever.
The Pacific Coast Professional Football League
had been in action for a half-decade prior to the
launch of the Tacoma Indians. During the 1946
campaign, the Indians joined a league that also
featured teams in Hollywood, Los Angeles,
Oakland, San Francisco, Sacramento, San Diego,
Honolulu, and Salt Lake City.

Marv Harshman (second from left, #33) and Marv
Tommervik (far right, #44)

Harshman and Tommervik – the “Marvelous
Marvs” – were the stars of the team, as team
owner Al Davies paid each a bonus to stay home
for their professional careers rather than joining
an east coast NFL squad. Harshman remembered
it being a strategic bid for local support: “Davies
gave us the extra money because he thought that
we would draw fans.”

Tacoma began the season on Sept. 15 with a road
win against Salt Lake City, sparking a year that
would end with a 7-4 record, a Northern Division
crown, and a matchup against the Los Angeles
Bulldogs in the league championship on Jan. 19,
1947, at Gilmore Stadium in Los Angeles. While
that game did not end with the Indians bringing a
league championship home – they lost 38-7 – it
did mark the conclusion of a historic year for
football in the South Sound.

If that was, in fact, Davies’ strategy, it paid off.
The Tacoma News Tribune’s Bart Ripp reported
that the team averaged about 13,000 fans for its
five Sunday games played at Tacoma Stadium,
now Stadium Bowl. The investment also paid off
on the field, where the two stars were league
leaders and helped propel the squad to the
championship game. In fact, the gameday
program from that contest highlights the exploits
of the duo. It points to Harshman as the league’s
leading scorer with 81 points, 27 ahead of the
second-place scorer. Meanwhile Tommervik led
the league in passing with 119 completions for
989 yards.

The gameday program from the Sept. 29 matchup
against the San Diego Bombers featured an article
highlighting “The Four LUTES,” Marv
Harshman, Marv Tommervik, Earl Platt and Sig
Sigurdson, who had all put together strong
collegiate careers at Pacific Lutheran and had
returned from service to help lead the Indians in
the professional ranks. The article finished with
this: “Tacoma Salutes the ‘Four Lutes’! Who
knows but that some day they will be as famous
as the “Four Horsemen” of the early twenties.
While no movies starring future presidents were
made to highlight the exploits of the “Four
Lutes,” they remain famous and rightfully
recognized in the Puget Sound region for their
contributions to athletic competition.

Head coach Steve Slivinski led the team at the
ripe age of 29 after playing football in high school
in Chicago and in college at University of
Washington, where he received All-America
honors. He proceeded to play in the National
Football League for the Washington Redskins and
was officially still a player on their roster during
the 1946 season when he was “loaned” to Tacoma
to serve as coach.
-4-

From the Vault

Aside from the four Pacific Lutheran graduates,
the Indians roster boasted 12 players from the
University of Washington and several more from
Washington State University. Other well-known
locals involved with the team included Howie
Clifford as announcer and Jerry Geehan as
Director of Radio. Clifford was a News Tribune
photographer and reporter and is best remembered
as one of the last people on the Tacoma Narrows
bridge, taking photos as it collapsed. Geehan was
a veteran broadcaster who also held radio duties
for local Tacoma Tigers baseball games.
While the 1946 season could be considered
nothing but a success, the Indians never played
again. While Coach Slivinski believed the owner
Al Davies lost interest in fielding a team, the
National Football League’s expansion to the west
coast in future years spelled the end of the
PCPFL.

From our collection, this is the only Tacoma
Athletic Commission (TAC) slot machine still in
existence. In the 1950s, when the slot machines
were at the Top of the Ocean (pictured below),
the TAC utilized the profits to host a wide range
of events in the community.

Tacoma briefly welcomed professional football
many decades later, as the Tacoma Express
played one season in 1990. The highlight of the
Express’ season was a pre-season 61-0 exhibition
win in the Tacoma Dome against the Moscow
Bears, the first contest between teams from the
United States and the Soviet Union.
Tyler is a former Sports Information Director in
the Athletic Department at Pacific Lutheran
University.
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Coaching Legacies

“She cared as much about me as a person than as
a volleyball player,” said Sarah Silvernail, who
keyed Fife’s run to its first title as a senior in
1992 and went on to earn national acclaim at
Washington State University before playing
nationally and professionally. “I feel very
fortunate to have played for her.”

By Sandy Ringer

Two strong women, two successful programs, one
winning recipe.
Jan Kirk and Jody DeGroot left their marks on the
landscape of high-school volleyball in the state of
Washington.
Kirk coached Fife High School to four Class 3A
state championships in her remarkable 24-year
career, fashioning a record of 642-148 before
retiring at the end of the 2010 season. The
Trojans made 19 state appearances during her
tenure with 11 top-seven finishes.
DeGroot brought Bellarmine Prep of Tacoma to
prominence during her 13-year run, capped by
three consecutive Class 4A titles from 2012-14.
She stepped down after the 2014 season with an
impressive 308-77 record, included a 97-4 mark
those final three seasons. DeGroot was named cowinner of the American Volleyball Coaches
Association national coach of the year in 2013,
when the Lions went 35-0, and took all but two of
her teams to state.

1992 Fife Volleyball Team

Courtney Schwan shares similar sentiments about
DeGroot after leading the Lions to their 2012 and
’13 championships.
“Jody was so successful because she cared about
the person you were off the court as well as on the
court,” said Schwan, who later starred at the
University of Washington and is currently in her
third season playing professionally in France. “It
wasn’t all about volleyball, but also about the
classroom and character of the team as well.”

They had different coaching styles – Kirk was
known as fiery and DeGroot a bit more restrained
on the court – but were equally passionate about
the game and developing student athletes into
successful young women. They challenged their
players, and themselves.

Silvernail now coaches at St. Michael’s Catholic
High School in Austin, Texas, where she has won
two state titles, and said Kirk’s ability to adapt
her coaching style and address the individual
training needs of her players was also key.

“Both of those women were very dedicated to the
sport and put time in it to improve and learn new
things and make things better for their kids,
challenge them every day in practice,” said Tony
Batinovich, who has coached volleyball for 33
years, the last 28 at Puyallup. “And the kids
responded to them, obviously.”

Schwan had a similar assessment of DeGroot.
“She was willing to try new things to see what
would work,” Schwan said, adding that
DeGroot’s trust in her made her a better player
and boosted her confidence.

They responded in part because of the way they
were treated, former standouts from each program
say.
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Kirk and DeGroot both coached club volleyball
and agree they were able to grow their knowledge
in part because of in the year-round programs, in
addition to clinics.

building relationships. Coaches wanted to coach
with her and players wanted to play for her.”
Katy DeGroot was a senior setter on Bellarmine’s
first championship team in 2012 and went on to
play two seasons at Carroll College, ultimately
competing in club volleyball at Western
Washington University. Ryan DeGroot, her
brother, graduated in 2015 and played soccer at
Washington.

Kirk and her son, Kelly, actually created the
Puget Sound Volleyball Club (now Academy) in
1989.
“She was really good about motivating kids to
love the game,” said Kelly, who coached highschool volleyball at Decatur and Jefferson for a
dozen years.

Jody, 55, said her decision to step down after the
2014 season was based in part on her desire to be
more available during her children’s careers. She
continued teaching biology at Bellarmine and
now is in her fourth year as vice principal in
charge of “formation and professional
development.”

Kelly’s younger sister, Shannon, played on the
1985 Fife team that placed fourth at state – the
school’s only other state volleyball trophy before
Jan Kirk arrived. Jan and her husband, Jerry, were
married for 53 years before he passed away in
2018.
DeGroot and her husband, Dave, started a small
club in Port Orchard when Jody started coaching
at Marcus Whitman Junior High there and Jody
later coached with the Kent Juniors, where her
daughter, Katy, played.

Coach Jody DeGroot with 2013 State Championship trophy.

Kirk, 79, said she retired because coaching
became too tiring.
“I definitely miss it,” she said. “I coached
volleyball for 40 years. But it just got to be too
much.”
Interestingly, both Kirk and DeGroot wound up
coaching at their alma maters. Kirk is a 1959
graduate of Fife. DeGroot played volleyball and
softball at Bellarmine, graduating in 1983.

Coach Jan Kirk with her 1992 Fife Team

“She expected players to work hard, but she
worked really hard for them,” said Caroline
Meines, who joined the volleyball staff in 2003
and took over as head coach when DeGroot
retired. “Jody is great working with people and

Schools didn’t offer girls sports when Kirk was
growing up, and for many subsequent years.
Consequently, she is a big advocate of Title IX,
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the 1972 legislation that prohibits sex
discrimination in educational institutions.

Fife’s fourth championship came in 1999 and
Kirk, who has been inducted into multiple Hall of
Fames, was considered among the state’s top
gurus.

Once she started coaching, Kirk gave her teams a
“Title IX talk” so they would appreciate their
opportunities.

“She was able to bring volleyball to those new
levels,” DeGroot said.
Fife dropped to Class 2A in 2006 and didn’t lose
a league match in Kirk’s final five seasons.
DeGroot began teaching at Bellarmine in 1997
and joined Dottie Harris’ volleyball staff. She
took over in 2002 and said she “started learning
like crazy” to better understand the game,
crediting much of her own growth to Gold Medal
Squared clinics.
“It changed the way we thought about the game,”
she said. “And it changed the way we thought
about how to win.”

Coach Jody DeGroot watches a player
during the 2013 state tournament.

“I wanted them to become strong women,” she
said. “I wanted them to know they could be
anything they wanted to be.”
Kirk taught physical education at Lakota Junior
High in Federal Way for 28 years, retiring in
1996, and began coaching volleyball there when
it was first offered in 1971. She coached track and
gymnastics as well.

Bellarmine celebrates its 2014 state volleyball championship.

Talent is a necessary ingredient to any winning
recipe, both coaches admit, but so is the system
built to funnel it through year after year.

She got the volleyball job at Fife in 1987 (but
never taught there) and guided the Trojans to their
first state title in 1992.

Jan Kirk and Jody DeGroot did that better than
most.
Sandy covered high-school sports for nearly 40
years, predominantly in the Puget Sound area
while with The Seattle Times.

Kirk followed with back-to-back crowns in ’95
(when they went 36-0) and ’96. She received the
Pemco Girls Coach of the Year award at the end
of the 1995-96 school year.
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Scrapbooks Wanted
Check it out at:

Our latest venture with the Shanaman Sports
Museum is asking local athletes to consider
donating their scrapbooks to archive in the
museum. Many families now realize that their
children don’t really want them. We are excited
about our newest efforts along these lines.

www.tacomasportsmuseum.com/
warren-moyles-basketball-scrapbook/
Click on the small box in the lower right corner to
enlarge the pages. You can also zoom in, if
necessary, to read an article. Click the arrow in
the middle of the right page to flip the pages.

Warren Moyles was a ’49 Stadium grad who then
attended the College of Puget Sound. He was an
outstanding basketball player and coach. Warren
passed away on November 1, 2019 but this past
Spring, after talking it over with the family,
Warren’s wife, Julie, informed us that the family
wanted to donate his scrapbook and some trophies
to the museum. Needless to say, we were elated.

We have over 40 scrapbooks in our collection and
are excited to have those scanned as well for the
public to enjoy. This is an exciting concept and
we think that it is an awesome opportunity that
families will still have full access to view the
scrapbook anytime they want.

When Marc Blau, museum president, went over
to meet with Julie at her Cashmere home, he was
blown away: 3’ x 4’ in size and chock full of
newspaper clippings, photos, and sports programs
from his entire career.

So, if there are any old scrapbooks in the family
archives – or attic, basement, garage or boxes –
please keep us in mind and spread the word. We
are also looking for old sports programs of local
area high school and college football basketball
games, state tournament and other athletic
contests and those will also be posted.

We were able to find a company that has the
ability to scan scrapbooks of all sizes and so now
Warren’s incredible scrapbook is included with
the Old School Programs on the museum website.
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Giving Guide
FORM OF GIFT

SIZE OF GIFT

ADVANTAGES TO DONOR

Cash/check
Credit card payment
Qualified Charitable
Distribution from an IRA

Unlimited

ü Possible federal income tax deduction if you itemize
your return
ü Make your donation with pre-tax dollars
ü Reduce your taxable ordinary income
ü Satisfy required minimum distribution

Investment property with
built in capital gain: Stocks,
bonds, mutual funds, real
estate, etc.
Beneficiary designation of
IRA/401k, life insurance
policy (assets that transfer
outside of a will or living trust,
requires completion of change
of beneficiary form with
account custodian or insurer
before death)
Bequest via will or living
trust (any type of asset,
investment, personal property
that has value and can be sold
by the Sports Museum).

$100,000 per year
Must be over age 70½ at
the time of the gift.
Account custodian must
make check payable to
Shanaman Sports
Museum of TacomaPierce County.
Unlimited *

Unlimited

ü Avoid owing capital gains tax on investments that have
grown in value over time
ü Retain control/use of assets during lifetime
ü Can make Sports Museum a beneficiary at whatever
percentage of the account balance you choose

ü Designate Tacoma-Pierce County Sports Museum as a
beneficiary in your will now but no action taken until
your death
ü Reduce potential estate size related to Washington state
estate tax (> $2.2 million estate)
ü Keep use of assets during your lifetime
Charitable Gift Annuity
$25,000 minimum *
ü Lifetime income, fixed, guaranteed payments for one or
Cannot add to, but can
two lives
easily establish followü Simple to establish, no setup cost
up gift annuities at later ü Allows possible charitable gift tax deduction and
date
reduced/prorated capital gains tax
Charitable Remainder Trust $150,000 *
ü Income for lifetime or period of years
(Unitrust or Annuity Trust)
Requires creation of a
ü Payout rate negotiated
trust with
ü Can provide income for one or more non-charity
beneficiaries
ü Potential tax deduction in the year of the gift
ü No capital gains on gifts of appreciated assets used to
fund the trust
ü Can make additional contributions to a unitrust, not to
an annuity trust
ü Good option for gifts of real estate
*These gifting options include involvement of the Greater Tacoma Community Foundation where the Sports Museum
has held an investment account since 1993.
Unlimited *
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When I make a financial gift to the
Shanaman Sports Museum of Tacoma-Pierce County,
how will my donation be managed?
Beyond maintaining some cash for ongoing
operating expenses, the Museum holds longerterm investments in an account at the Greater
Tacoma Community Foundation.

This is the first significant fundraising effort by
the Museum in more than 25 years. We are happy
to have the variety of giving options available to
accommodate different needs and preferences of
donors.

This fund was established in 1993 upon the initial
fundraising effort to construct museum displays
in the dedicated space the museum had at the
Tacoma Dome for 25 years.

Your gift will be prudently managed and wisely
used to help the Museum extend its mission of
preserving local sports heritage.

The Museum can deposit cash gifts (check/credit
card payments) into this account. The account can
also receive gifted stocks, mutual funds or other
investment property that would otherwise
generate a capital gains tax if liquidated by the
owner.

This Giving Guide covers the most common
forms of donations. There are other options that
can be utilized with advanced planning.

Through our relationship with the Greater
Tacoma Community Foundation (GTCF), we can
also offer Charitable Gift Annuities and
Charitable Remainder Trusts for donors who wish
to retain an income interest in their gift for life.

IRS limitations apply to most forms of giving.
The amount of your contribution that is tax
deductible may be limited to a certain
percentage of your adjusted gross income
depending on what type of asset you gift, what
your cost basis is in the gifted asset and how
long you have owned it. Please consult your
accountant for clarity regarding the tax
deductibility of your donation.

The Sports Museum fund is one of many
charitable funds at GTCF totaling more than $110
million. This money is overseen by a six-person
committee of investment professionals in addition
to the GTCF Chief Financial Officer. The
investment committee hires, monitors and
evaluates several money managers to implement
strategies aligned with the long-term goals of
fundholders. The majority of the money is
managed by Vanguard, but several other specialty
investment managers are involved.

We greatly appreciate your consideration of
support for the long-term legacy of athletics in
Tacoma-Pierce County. Your gift will ensure
that we continue to recognize athletes and
events, artifacts and stories from our rich local
sports history.

It is possible that the Museum will create a
separate account focused on the short-term need
to buy and remodel or build a new physical home
for the Museum. In this case, funds raised would
be held in a short-term investment account
intended to finance the project.

Questions?
Please contact Marc Blau,
Shanaman Sports Museum President
marc@tacomasportsmuseum.com
253-848-1360 or 253-677-2872
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