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Pacific Lutheran University football team--1999 NCAA Division III national champions (Courtesy PLU Athletics)
 

Anniversary of a 
Championship 

By Nick Dawson 
 
It was a storybook playoff run that almost 
didn’t happen. But a string of five straight 
postseason road wins – still unprecedented 
in the annals of NCAA Division III football – 
culminated 20 years ago this fall with Pacific 
Lutheran garnering the 1999 national 
championship.  
 
(continued on page 5) 
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The mission of the Shanaman Sports Museum of 

Tacoma-Pierce County is to recreate the history of 
sports in the community by chronicling the evolution of 

various sports through written, visual and audio 
mediums and to educate the public about our sports 

heritage. 
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Celebrating 25 years, 
beginning a new chapter 

By Marc Blau 
 
In October of this year, the Shanaman Sports 
Museum of Tacoma-Pierce County celebrated 
the 25-year anniversary of its opening in 1994. As 
we look forward to our future with the launch of 
this first issue of our newsletter, we also want to 
look back and honor our history. 
 
Origins 
 
Morley Brotman was a 
longtime civic booster and 
sports enthusiast in 
Tacoma and as far back as 
in the late 50's he was 
encouraging the 
construction of a 
convention center. When 
the concept of the mini-
dome came into being in 
1980, the Tacoma Athletic 
Commission (TAC) held a Morley Brotman Night, 
raising $25,000 to be used for the public relations 
campaign for the Dome bond issue. 
 
After a successful vote, there was still $25,000 in 
this fund, and so the money was put in a special 
trust fund to be overseen by the TAC and 
earmarked for a sports museum. When I joined 
the TAC in 1988, I immediately approached Clay 
Huntington and asked him about the sports 
museum concept. Clay and I decided to tackle 
the project and spent about a year working on it 
behind the scenes by arranging for an architect, 
working out an agreement with the City of 
Tacoma and the Tacoma Dome management, 
and looking into potential financing. 
 
The first funder we approached was the Cheney 
Foundation, which came through with a $35,000 
contribution, setting us on our way. The next 
major contribution came in the form of a $50,000 
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commitment from the Elbert Baker Foundation 
and through the efforts of Roy Kimble who 
spearheaded our fund development campaign, 
additional monies came in from other 
foundations, businesses and corporations, and 
individuals. What finally put this project on solid 
footing, however, was the generous contribution 
of $100,000 from Fred Shanaman, in honor of his 
parents and their love for sports. 
 
Fred C. Shanaman, Jr. 
 

 
 
Fred Shanaman attended Dartmouth College 
from 1952-57 where he was a nationally-ranked 
track and field athlete. While there he competed 
at the NCAA championships and finished in the 
top 10 in the shot put. In 1999 he was honored 
by the school with induction into their Hall of 
Fame called “Wearers of the Green.” 
 
Shanaman re-discovered track and field at the 
age of 57 and quickly picked up where he left off. 
He won the national masters championships in 
the shotput in 1993 and two years later won the 
masters world championship in the 25-pound 
weight class. Two years after that he won the 
national indoor title for the 56-pound throw.  
 

Fred was a well-known local business and civic 
leader. He was president of Pyrodyne 
Corporation and he served on the Board of 
Directors for Puget Sound Bank. Fred was 
extremely proud of his work with Key Bank which 
allowed him to be involved with many local and 
national community projects. 
 
Fred truly believed in and loved Tacoma. He 
worked constantly to promote Tacoma and 
thoroughly enjoyed his work as President of the 
Visitor and Convention Bureau and with his 
involvement on numerous educational, cultural, 
recreational and medical boards.   
 
Following in the footsteps of his parents Fred Sr., 
a member of the Tacoma Athletic Commission, 
and mother Majorie, a championship golfer. Fred 
was very supportive of sports in the community.  
He was Chairman of the Host Committee for the 
1988-89 NCAA Women’s Basketball “Final Four” 
held in Tacoma; Co-commissioner for Ice Hockey 
in the 1990 Seattle/Tacoma Goodwill Games; he 
organized the Tacoma-Pierce County Sports 
Commission; and he was a major principal in the 
Tacoma Rockets hockey team. We remain 
indebted to Fred for his commitment and vision 
in making our community a better place to live. 
 
The Sports Museum is Born 
 
The intent of the sports museum was to recreate 
the history of sports in our community by 
chronicling the evolution of each sport through 
written and visual display. To accomplish this 
there were three components to the museum: 
the display of artifacts in the museum itself; a 
video documentary which is intended to give 
viewers an overall flavor of Tacoma-Pierce 
County’s sports heritage, with the ultimate goal 
of producing videos on each individual sport; and 
the publication of a commemorative book on 
sports which provides greater detail on various 
events and individual and team 
accomplishments. This was accomplished with 
the unveiling of “Playgrounds to the Pros: An 
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Illustrated History of Sports in Tacoma-Pierce 
County”.  
 
It is appropriate and fitting that the sports 
museum, which opened in October of 1994, be a 
project of the Tacoma Athletic Commission 
because of the profound effect that this 
organization has had in molding the community’s 
sports heritage over the years. During the 1950's 
and 1960's the TAC had over 3000 members and 
created and sponsored numerous major events 
such as the Grid-Go-Round, Hoop-Go-Round, 
Golden Gloves Boxing, 4th of July Fireworks 
Show, the Tacoma-Pierce County and State of 
Washington Sports Hall of Fame and many more. 
Sports has been an integral part of countless lives 
in Tacoma-Pierce County and the museum 
enables the sports traditions to be to be 
preserved and added to for future generations. 
 
As we begin the next chapter in our story, we 
have vacated our museum space at the Tacoma 
Dome, and are currently searching for a new 
location for a permanent museum display with 
public access. In the meantime, we are working 
to continue sharing our vast collection and telling 
stories from local sports history in a variety of 
ways. 
 
Current Projects 
 
We are delighted to share this, the first issue of 
Sports Spotlite. We envisioned the newsletter as 
a way to reach a new audience – our members – 
with stories from our community’s sports history. 
Please help us spread the word, and encourage 
your fellow sports-lover to become a member, so 
that they too can enjoy fascinating stories, 
expertly compiled by local sports writers. 
 
We have partnered with BD Local to produce a 
podcast, The Locker Room Chat, the first two 
episodes of which are now available on our 
website. These podcast events, whether viewed 
live or later, are unique and wonderful 

opportunities to watch broadcasters conduct 
extensive interviews with local sports legends.  
 

 
Seattle Mariners broadcaster Gary Hill Jr. with former 

major-league pitchers Wes Stock and Doug Sisk 
 
If you haven’t already explored our new presence 
on social media, please follow us there as well – 
on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter – as we 
reach out in new ways to further our mission. 
 
Finally, even as we continue our search for a new 
physical museum space, much of our collection 
remains available for browsing on our website. 
Historic photographs, browsable sports 
programs, artifacts, audio and video – it’s all 
there 24/7 to explore at your leisure! 
 

 
Example from our “Old School Sports Programs” collection  
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Anniversary, continued from page 1 
 

The Lutes had been favored to successfully 
defend the Northwest Conference football title 
they won in 1998, but a 29-20 regular season loss 
at Willamette gave the Bearcats the 
championship and with it the NWC’s automatic 
berth in the NCAA Division III playoffs. 
 
That left it up to the tournament selection 
committee to decide whether or not PLU’s 8-1 
record, which included a record-setting 56-23 
thrashing of Linfield on the final weekend of the 
regular season, warranted the team’s inclusion in 
the 28-team national playoffs for the second 
consecutive year. 
 
The committee said yes, but barely. Pacific 
Lutheran received an at-large bid and was 
seeded seventh out of the seven teams in the 
West Region. Ahead for the Lutes, who in 1999 
would play 10 of their 14 games away from 
home, would be five straight weeks of road trips 
totaling some 16,000 miles. 
 

PACIFIC LUTHERAN 28, WILLAMETTE 24 
 
The first stop on the road featured a rematch 
with conference champion Willamette in Salem, 
Ore. The team’s playoff “run” almost ended 
there. 
 
With the familiar mantra of “The longer we play 
the better we get” rallying the team on the 
sidelines, Pacific Lutheran scored 21 unanswered 
points in the final 7:17 of the game for a come-
from-behind 28-24 victory over the Bearcats. 
The Lutes held a 7-0 lead at the half before the 
hosts rolled up 24 straight points to take a 24-7 
advantage with 8:51 left in the game. PLU started 
its comeback when junior quarterback Chad 
Johnson – the grandson of legendary head coach 
Frosty Westering – hit junior receiver Todd 
McDevitt for a 48-yard touchdown with 7:17 to 
play. The Bearcats fumbled the ensuing kickoff 
and freshman safety Seth Berghoff recovered the 
ball at the Willamette 12-yard line. Three plays 

later, Johnson found sophomore receiver Kevin 
Giboney in the back of the end zone, cutting 
Willamette’s lead to 24-21 with 6:10 on the 
clock. 
 
Willamette ran 4:18 off the clock before punting 
the ball, pinning the Lutes back on their own 21-
yard line. Johnson completed passes of 11, 18 
and 10 yards to move the ball to the Willamette 
37-yard line with 55 seconds remaining. On the 
next play, freshman receiver Kyle Brown adjusted 
to Johnson’s underthrown pass, made the catch 
and dove into the end zone for the go-ahead 
scored with 49 seconds left. 
 
“Four or five plays made the difference in the 
game,” Westering said at the time. “You just 
don’t know when they’re coming. We didn’t steal 
(the game). We’ve won so many games in the 
last three minutes. We just believe.” 
 

 
#19 Todd McDevitt scoring PLU's first touchdown in the  

Stagg Bowl (Courtesy PLU Athletics) 
 
 
PACIFIC LUTHERAN 49, WARTBURG 14 
 
PLU’s trip to Waverly, Iowa, to play the Knights 
was a homecoming of sorts for Westering, a 
native of Missouri Valley, Iowa, who started his 
coaching career in the Iowa high school ranks.  
 
The game was a happy homecoming as the Lutes 
dominated Wartburg, which had earned the 
West Region’s top seed after recording its first-
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ever perfect record in winning the Iowa 
Conference title. 
 
PLU cornerback David Jeffries forced a fumble on 
Wartburg’s first possession and one play later 
the Lutes surprised the home team defense, 
using an unbalanced line to spring junior running 
back Shipley Ennis on a 37-yard touchdown run 
around the left end. The visitors added a short 
touchdown run by senior fullback Anthony Hicks 
to take a 14-0 lead after the first quarter, and 
they increased their lead to 21-0 on the first play 
of the second period on Johnson’s 12-yard pass 
to senior running back Jacob Croft following a 
Wartburg fumble forced by senior linebacker 
Jeremy Johnston. 
 
Both teams scored on long drives – PLU going 95 
yards in 11 plays – later in the quarter to make 
the scored 28-14 at the half. Pacific Lutheran 
added touchdown drives of 63 and 59 yards 
before capping the scoring on a 65-yard scoring 
jaunt by Hicks, who finished the game with 125 
yards and four touchdowns on 21 carries. 
 
PACIFIC LUTHERAN 19, SAINT JOHN’S 9 
 
The quarterfinal contest, played in Collegeville, 
Minn., was a rematch of a 1998 first round 
playoff game that saw the host Johnnies defeat 
the Lutes, 33-20. 
 
While much attention had been focused on 
Pacific Lutheran’s offense led by quarterback 
Johnson and fullback Hicks, it was the Lutes 
defense that provided the key plays – as it did 
throughout the 1999 championship run – in the 
hard-fought win at Saint John’s. 
 
The PLU defense recovered three Johnnies 
fumbles in the second half and the offense 
scored a pair of fourth quarter touchdowns in 
the victory. Brown, the freshman receiver, 
caught an 18-yard touchdown pass from Johnson 
with 11:13 left in the game for what proved to be 
the winning score.  

Saint John’s led 9-0 partway through the second 
quarter before the Lutes finally got untracked 
against the Johnnies’ swarming defense, with 
Croft running four yards for the score to cap a 
48-yard scoring drive. 
 
After a scoreless third quarter, the PLU defense 
came up with a game-turning play. With Saint 
John’s driving, senior linebacker Tim Lax forced a 
fumble that was scooped up by junior defensive 
lineman Andy Armstrong. He lumbered 44 yards 
before tossing the ball back to Lax, who was 
eventually tackled at the Saint John’s 13-yard 
line. That led to the 18-yard scoring pass to 
Brown. The Lutes added an insurance touchdown 
with 4:39 remaining on a three-yard run by Hicks, 
who earlier in the drive broke loose for a 64-yard 
rumble on a third-and-16 from the PLU 14-yard 
line. 
 
 

 
Teammates celebrating with fans (Courtesy PLU Athetics) 

 
 
PACIFIC LUTHERAN 49, TRINITY (TEXAS) 28 
 
For the second time in the 1999 playoffs, Hicks 
scored four touchdowns on the ground to lead 
the Lutes to a convincing semifinal game victory 
over the host Tigers in San Antonio, Texas. Equal 
credit went to the defense, which recorded 11 
quarterback sacks of 1998 NCAA Division III 
Player of the Year Mike Burton. 
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The Lutes took the opening drive 78 yards on 11 
plays, Johnson running the ball in from six yards, 
to open the scoring. The PLU defense got the ball 
right back for the offense when junior linebacker 
Luke Gearhard forced a fumble on Trinity’s first 
play from scrimmage, and the visitors went up 
14-0 on junior tight end Jess Nelson’s six-yard 
touchdown reception. After a Trinity score, PLU 
took a 28-7 lead following touchdown runs by 
Hicks and Croft – the latter set up by a special 
teams fumble recovery at the Trinity four-yard 
line – before Burton rallied his team with two 
touchdown passes to make it a 28-21 game at 
the half. 
 
The second half belonged to the PLU defense, 
which sacked Burton 10 times in the final 30 
minutes of the game. Lax was in on five sacks and 
Gearhard reached the quarterback four times. 
With the defense on a second half rampage, the 
PLU offense added three touchdown runs by 
Hicks to ice the victory.  
 
Though he completed 39-of-57 passes for 437 
yards and four scores, Burton took 83 yards in 
losses on the sacks, giving Trinity just two net 
rushing yards on 31 attempts. In all, the Lutes 
forced four turnovers and the offense cashed in 
three of those for 21 points.  
 
PACIFIC LUTHERAN 42, ROWAN 13 
 
The Lutes culminated five weeks of road trips 
with a convincing victory over the Profs, who 
were playing in the Division III title game for the 
fifth time in the 1990s. As with the first four 
appearances, Rowan would come out on the 
losing end. Rowan, from Glassboro, N.J., came 
into the game as the prohibitive favorites after a 
24-17 overtime road victory against three-time 
defending champion and perennial Division III 
power Mount Union. 
 
As it did throughout the 1999 playoff run, the 
Pacific Lutheran defense set the tone by forcing a 
fumble on the opponent’s second offensive play. 

Safety Jonathan Carlson blitzed through the line 
to jar the ball loose, and Lax fell on the ball at the 
39-yard line. On the following play, Johnson 
found McDevitt for the first of two touchdown 
passes, and the Lutes were off and running. 
 
Kevin Lint and Johnson added touchdowns to 
give the Lutes a 27-7 lead at the half, and they 
quickly added to their advantage when nose 
guard John Eussen forced a Rowan fumble on the 
first play of the third quarter. 
 
With 13 victories in their 14 contests, the 1999 
Lutes set the program record for most victories in 
a season. Head Coach Frosty Westering, who 
would retire in 2002 after compiling a 261-70-5 
win-loss record and winning four national 
championships in eight title-game appearances in 
32 seasons at PLU, was named the American 
Football Coaches Association Division III Coach of 
the Year. 
 
Hicks would set three PLU offensive records that 
season with 1,633 rushing yards, 27 touchdowns 
and 162 points. With Hicks leading the way, the 
Lutes established a program record with 3,092 
rushing yards. 

 

 
 
 

1999 Team at the State Capitol, photograph signed by Clyde 
Ballard, the Speaker of the House (Courtesy PLU Athletics) 
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GIVE TODAY 
 
The Shanaman Sports Museum of Tacoma-Pierce 
County is supported by financial contributions 
from appreciative fans who want to preserve the 
area’s rich sports history. Your donation can be 
instrumental in updating and expanding the 
museum’s ability to share artifacts, bios, 
recordings and more. 
 
We welcome a discussion about a current gift or 
inclusion in your will. Charitable gifts may be tax-
deductible, depending on the particulars of your 
tax situation. The Shanaman Sports Museum of 
Tacoma-Pierce County holds 501(c)(3) non-profit 
status.  
 
One-time or recurring gifts of cash are certainly 
welcome. Donations can be made directly to the 
museum’s general fund or by contribution to the 
Shanaman Sports Museum fund at the Greater 
Tacoma Community Foundation. This fund is 
invested as part of the GTCF endowment, 
managed with a long-term investment approach 
to sustain support for the museum. 
 
The most tax-advantaged way to make a gift to 
the museum is for people over age 70½ who 
have Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs). You 
can direct the custodian of your account to make 
a qualified charitable distribution to the Sports 
Museum. This distribution from the account, if 
made directly to the museum, is not subject to 
ordinary income tax. You get to give pre-tax 
money, up to your required minimum 
distribution or $100,000. 
 
Charitably-inclined investors who do not have 
IRAs, or are younger than age 70½, may prefer to 
gift appreciated positions from their non-
retirement brokerage account. If you have 
investments that have unrealized gains, you can 
avoid the capital gains tax due upon sale by 
instead gifting the investment to the Sports 
Museum. In addition to not owing capital gains 

tax, you could receive a tax deduction based on 
the date-of-gift value. 
 
If you prefer to support the museum upon your 
death, you have the option to name the museum 
as a gift recipient via your will or as a beneficiary 
of a retirement account or life insurance policy. 
 
Depending on the size of the gift, there may be 
an opportunity to recognize you and your family 
legacy with naming rights.  
 
Your gift could be used in several ways. The 
museum is accruing funds for: 

• a new physical home with convenient 
access 

• continued expansion of digital archives 
and interactive displays 

• maintaining a part-time professional 
curator to catalog and present the many 
outstanding artifacts and exhibits 

 
Your consideration is greatly appreciated. Your 
contribution could keep stories about your 
favorite athlete, coach, umpire, team or event 
in Tacoma-Pierce County sports alive for 
generations to enjoy. 

 
 
 

HOW TO DONATE 
 
To make a donation online, visit our website here: 
www.tacomasportsmuseum.com/waystogive/ 
 
If you prefer to donate with a check, please send it 
to the following address: 
 
Shanaman Sports Museum 
c/o Marc Blau, President 
9908-63rd Ave. Ct. E. 
Puyallup, WA 98373-1170 
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JOIN THE TEAM 
 
The Shanaman Sports Museum honors the 
history of sports and the rich culture of athletics 
in Tacoma-Pierce County.  In order to maintain 
that tradition, the museum and the board of 
directors is pleased to invite the general public to 
show their support by becoming a member.   
 
Annual contributions will support the curation of 
SSM’s online exhibits, including the Sports 
Narratives, Old School Programs, Clay Huntington 
Broadcast Center and Sports History projects.  
 
Contributions of all sizes are vital to the 
museum's mission.  Individuals, businesses and 
organizations will be recognized on our website 
as well as receive a quarterly newsletter 
featuring articles on items in the museum 
collection and sports stories written by local 
journalists.  Four membership levels are being 
offered, and in addition to the newsletter, 
inaugural members will receive exclusive benefits 
from the following local Pierce County businesses 
that graciously support the mission of the SSM.   
 
For more information about membership levels 

and to sign up, please visit our website here: 
www.tacomasportsmuseum.com/membership 

 
Benefits include vouchers to the following: 

 
Joeseppi’s Italian Ristorante 
Domino’s of Pierce County 

Anthem Coffee & Tea 
Highlands Golf Course 

Tower Lanes Entertainment Center 
The Classic Golf Club and Oakbrook Golf Club  

 
We thank you for your interest in joining the 
Shanaman Sports Museum and your contribution 
to preserving the history of the sports and 
athletes of Tacoma-Pierce County! 
 
 
 

OUR MEMBERS 
 

SPONSOR 
Marc and Cheryl Blau 

Jack Connelly, Connelly Law Offices 
Jeff and Nancy Edwards 
Jim and Angie Eichholtz 

Buddy Horton 
Pat Kelly 

Mark and Chelle Miller 
Gordy Pfeifer 

Michael Portmann 
Terry and Patty Rice 
The Samlaska Family 

Aubrey Shelton 
 

COACH 
Randy I. Dorn 

Kirk and Matt Dornan 
Shannon Heinrick 

Ralph B. Hodge 
Willie Stewart Sr. 

Wes and Bev Stock 
David M. Young 

 

TEAM 
Anonymous 

John and Ann Bechtholt 
Gary Brooks 
Ken Brown 

Kyle J. Crews 
Jim Daulley 

Sharon Dusek 
Dick Hannula 
Gayle Hazen 

Ardath Herbel 
Kevin and Sue Johnson 

Joseph Kreger 
Don Moseid 
Jim Nettles 

Lewis and Linda Overbo 
Aaron Pointer 

Kenny and Mary Schulz 
Shadow 

Mike & Katie Shields 
Steve and Sandy Snider 
David and Cindy Tate 

Wayne Thronson 
Rob Tillotson 
Ed Tingstad 

Touchdown Tommy 
Jack Warnick 
John Wohn 

Bob and Patti Young 
Brian Zacharias 
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PLAYER 
Anonymous 

Lloyd Blanusa 
Mike Burton 
Ron Crowe 

Adria Farber 
Sharlene Foss 
George Grant 
Spud Hansen 

Doris Heritage 
Larry Hutchinson 

Rick Keely 
David Kerrone 

Vertin W. Koenen 
Jim Lane 
Jim Lien 

Don Linkem 
Charlie Littman 

Michael McKinley 
Elizabeth Peterson 

Frank Petrino 
Buddy Reed 
Steve Sand 

Jody Andrews Snyder 
Nick Tucci 

Mark Wells 
Cot Zehnder 

 
 
 
 

WANTED 
 
We are always looking for artifacts that will more 
effectively allow us to preserve our sports 
heritage. Whether it be an old family scrapbook, 
a uniform, glove, programs, photos, posters, or 
even an old baseball from the turn of the 
century, each artifact tells a story and 
contributes to the folklore that we strive to 
preserve for generations to come. We must 
understand the past in order to appreciate the 
present and unique memorabilia will allow us to 
accomplish this objective. 
 
To make a contribution or for further 
information, contact Marc at (253) 627-5857, 
(253) 677-2872, or 
marc@tacomasportsmuseum.com. 

 
Lakes High School grad Kate Starbird was a two-time state 

girls player of the year, led Stanford to three consecutive Pac-
10 titles and Final Four appearances, and played 

professionally in the women's ABL and WNBA leagues 
including stints with the Seattle Reign and Storm. 

(Photograph courtesy Seattle Storm). 
 
 
 

 
Gordy Pfeifer won 16 World, National, and Professional 

handball titles, including back-to-back U.S. Singles 
Championships in 1971-72. He was also named to the All-

World Slow Pitch Softball Team in 1968. (Photograph 
courtesy Tacoma News Tribune). 
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STANLEY’S SHOEMEN 
By Doug McArthur 

 
In 1956 the three best amateur baseball teams in 
the nation all called Cheney Field in Tacoma their 
home field. Ben Cheney purchased the former 
home of the professional Tacoma Tigers and it 
played host to his Cheney Studs of Seattle and 
two Tacoma teams, the Woodworth Contractors 
and Stanley’s Shoemen. 
 

 
Stanley's Shoemen, under manager Doug McArthur, won the 

1956 AABC National Championship in Battle Creek, MI. 
 
The Shoemen then became the first West Coast 
nine ever to win a national baseball 
championship when they captured the American 
Amateur Baseball Congress World Series in Battle 
Creek, Michigan. When it was over they were 
quick to disclose that their two “Tacoma” foes 
were the best they had met all year.  
 
The Shoemen completed their season with a 
record of 50-11 by winning the final 13 games on 
their schedule, claiming state, regional and 
national titles in three different states during a 
3,688 mile journey. 
 
But it didn’t come easy. The “Shoes” lost a city 
championship playoff with the Contractors, the 
result of a disputed forfeit, and then dropped a 
3-1 decision to the Studs in the opening game of 
the state tournament. That set the stage for a 
win-or-else “run”, just to survive state, and a 
rematch with the unbeaten Studs.  

Back-to-back victories over the Studs in the finale 
in Tacoma by scores of 9-4 and 17-3 
sent the Shoemen to Watertown, South Dakota 
for the Northwest regionals. There 
they defeated state champions from Iowa 
(twice), California, and Oregon 
(twice) to advance to Michigan. 
 
In Battle Creek, Mike Dillon pitched the 
Tacomans to a 4-1 win over the host team,  
Monte Geiger held off the defending national 
champions from Houston, Texas, 7-6,  
and Dale Bloom shutout East Chicago, Indiana 
10-0 in the championship game. Bloom 
was the winning hurler in all three title tussles. 
 
Shoemen starters were catcher Jack Johnson 
(MVP of the regionals), first baseman Dick 
Schlosstein, second baseman Jim Harney, 
shortstop George Grant and third-baseman Jim 
Gallwas. In the outfield the “Shoes” featured Bob 
Maguinez in left, Earl Hyder in center, and Ron 
Storaasli (state MVP) in right field. 
 
Grant and Harney were replacement players for 
infielders Russ Wilkerson and Gordy Hersey who 
could not go east because of employment 
obligations. Geiger was an added pitcher allowed 
under tournament rules. All three were Cheney 
Stud stars. 
 

 
Earl Hyder (shown hitting) was a member of the Stanley's 
Shoemen team as well as the 1960 Cheney Studs team that 

won the AABC national championship thanks to Earl's two-
run homer in the ninth inning to clinch the championship. 
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Other Shoemen regulars included pitchers Max 
Braman, Manly Mitchell and Dick Montgomery, 
infielder Pat Dillon and outfielders Gordy Grubert 
and Ray Spalding. 
 
The Shoemen were coached by Doug McArthur 
and sponsored by Stan Naccarato and Morley 
Brotman. 
 
Most of the Shoemen had played their collegiate 
baseball at UPS and PLU and were returning 
home from the Service when the team was 
formed. It was a championship to be 
remembered. 
 
 
 

HALL OF FAME 
SPOTLITE: 

Doris Brown Heritage 
 

 
 

Doris Brown Heritage, a graduate of Peninsula 
High School, was arguably the world’s premier 
distance runner during the 1960s. She set two 
American records before graduating from Seattle 
Pacific University in 1964. Eventually she owned 
every national and world record from 440 yards 
up to the mile. 
 

Doris earned a spot on the U.S. Olympic team in 
1968 and 1972, taking fifth in the 800 meters in 
Mexico City. A minor injury prevented her from 
running the 1500 meters in Munich. She won the 
800 meters silver medal at Pan American Games 
in both 1967 and 1971. 
 
From 1967-71, Doris won an unprecedented five 
consecutive world cross country championships 
and raced on nine U.S. world teams in all. During 
her prime she won 14 national titles, and set a 
world record in the 440, 800, mile and 3000 
meters. Still competing in 1989, she won the U.S. 
Masters cross country title. 
 
She has remained involved in international 
sports, serving as an assistant coach on United 
States teams for the 1984 and 1988 Olympic 
Games and the 1987 and 1990 World 
Championships. 
 
In 1988, she became the first female to be 
elected to the prestigious IAAF Cross Country and 
Road Race Committee. 
 

 


